" THE   FUTURE   OF  AN

Apostolic Church. For the first we thank them; for
the second we say, no thank you. Everyone who
has followed the literature knows that the Church
is preparing to take over psycho-analysis. But it
cannot be denied that the Church is one of the
strongest repressive forces in our society. When it
utilizes analysis, it places it in the service of re-
pression. In our practice we have often noted how
an obsessional neurotic not only cleverly weaves
newly acquired knowledge into his system, but often
uses it to enlarge his obsessional patter. This is
precisely what happens to analysis in the service of
religion.
It is all very well to be tolerant toward the
religious view, but we must guard against extending
our tolerance also to analytic aberrations. One of
our Berlin colleagues recently wrote that analysis,
like religion, has the same basic belief in goodness;
both demonstrate how powerful and triumphant the
good is in us all. Certainly we cannot object to this,
providing we stipulate that analysis can also
demonstrate precisely the opposite. One might
believe in a world order in which the good is un-
mercifully punished and evil is its own reward. If
our distinguished colleague clearly sees the hand of
God guiding human destiny, we shall not venture
to question him. But we may add mildly that the
direction in which that digitus paternae dextrae points
is extremely dubious.
At another point in Freud's discussion we should
like to expand on his remarks. He points out that
religion also may give license to sin freely once
more after repentance. The brooding Russians
have concluded from this that it is necessary to sin
in order to partake of divine grace. But this is the
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